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rather shy of Mrs. Ruskin, and she of them, so that her
life was solitary and her household quiet It was not
from any narrow Puritanism that she made so few friends ;
her morality and her piety, strict as they were within their
own lines, permitted her the enjoyments and amusements
of life; still less was there any cynicism or misanthropy,
But she devoted herself to her husband and son : she was
too proud to court those above her in worldly rank, and
she was not easily approached except by people fully
equal to her in strength of character, of whom there could
never be many. And so the ordinary acquaintances got
an unkindly view of her ; by the young especially she was,
in her later years, feared rather than loved, But to the
few who made their way to her friendship she was a true
and valuable friend,

It is worth while thus briefly studying the parents, the
sort of people from whom John Ruskin sprang; for it was
not only in the unconscious heredity of race that they con-
tributed to his character. No man was ever more carefully
formed by deliberate training and prearranged education ;
and few men have more conscientiously and effectually
carried out their parents' plan, Most of our talented
young people revolt from the parental regimen, and owe,
or fancy they owe, everything to themselves. They set up
to be intellectual Melchisedeks, " without father, without
mother, without descent." They boast in being mentally
"self-made" men and women, as if such spontaneous
generation of genius were possible. The rest of mankind,
the vast majority of virtuous respectabilities, accept the
family tradition and walk in it, without either inquiry or
restiveness: what was good enough for their parents is
good enough for them. But in John Ruskin we see a cultured tastes.                   2					
